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A Catechism



A Catechism

that 1s to say, an Instruction,
to be Learned by Every Person before he
be brought to be Confirmed
by the Bishop.

UESTION. What is your Name?
Answer. N. or N. N.

Question. Who gave you this Name?

Answer. My Sponsors in Baptism; wherein I was made
a member of Christ, the child of God, and an inheritor of
the kingdom of heaven.

Question. What did your Sponsors then for you?

Answer.  They did promise and vow three things in my
name: First, that I should renounce the devil and all his
works, the pomps and vanity of this wicked world, and all
the sinful lusts of the flesh; Secondly, that I should believe
all the Articles of the Christian Faith; And Thirdly, that I
should keep God's holy will and commandments, and walk
in the same all the days of my life.

Question. Dost thou not think that thou art bound to
believe, and to do, as they have promised for thee?

Answer.  Yes, verily; and by God's help so [ will. And I
heartily thank our heavenly Father, that he hath called me
to this state of salvation, through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
And I pray unto God to give me his grace, that I may
continue in the same unto my life's end.

Catechist. Rehearse the Articles of thy Belief.

Answer. 1believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: Who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary:



Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and
buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose again
from the dead: He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty: From thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost: The holy Catholic Church;
The Communion of Saints: The Forgiveness of sins: The
Resurrection of the body: And the Life everlasting. Amen.

Question. What dost thou chiefly learn in these Articles
of thy Belief?

Answer. First,Ilearnto believe in God the Father, who
hath made me, and all the world.

Secondly, in God the Son, who hath redeemed me, and all
mankind.

Thirdly, in God the Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth me, and
all the people of God.

Question. You said that your Sponsors did promise for
you, that you should keep God's Commandments. Tell me
how many there are?

Answer. Ten.

Question. Which are they?

Answer. The same which God spake in the twentieth
Chapter of Exodus, saying, I am the LORD thy God, who
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.

I. Thou shalt have none other gods but me.

II. Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image, nor
the likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or in the
earth beneath, or in the water under the earth; thou shalt
not bow down to them, nor worship them; for I the LORD
thy God am a jealous God, and visit the sins of the fathers
upon the children, unto the third and fourth generation of
them that hate me; and show mercy unto thousands in
them that love me and keep my commandments.

III. Thou shalt not take the Name of the LORD thy God
in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless, that taketh

his Name in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless,
that taketh his name in vain.

IV. Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath-day. Six
days shalt thou labour, and do all that thou hast to do; but
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD thy God. In it
thou shalt do no manner of work; thou, and thy son, and thy
daughter, thy man-servant, and thy maid-servant, thy
cattle, and the stranger that is within thy gates. For in six
days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that
in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the
LORD blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it.

V. Honour thy father and thy mother; that thy days may
be long in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

VI. Thou shalt do no murder.

VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery.

VIII. Thou shalt not steal.

IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh-
bour.

X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt
not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his servant, nor his
maid, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is his.

Question. What dost thou chiefly learn by these Com-
mandments?

Answer. 1learn two things; my duty towards God, and
my duty towards my Neighbour.

Question. What is thy duty towards God?

Answer. My duty towards God is To believe in him, to
fear him, And to love him with all my heart, with all my
mind, with all my soul, and with all my strength: To
worship him, to give him thanks: To put my whole trust in
him, to call upon him: To honour his holy Name and his
Word: And to serve him truly all the days of my life.

Question. What is thy duty towards thy Neighbour?

Answer. My duty towards my Neighbour is To love him
as myself, and to do to all men as I would they should do
unto me: To love, honour, and succour my father and



mother: To honour and obey the civil authority: To submit
myself to all my governors, teachers, spiritual pastors and
masters: To order myself lowly and reverently to all my
betters: To hurt nobody by word or deed: To be true and
just in all my dealings: To bear no malice nor hatred in my
heart: To keep my hands from picking and stealing, and my
tongue from evil speaking, lying, and slandering: To keep
my body in temperance, soberness, and chastity: Not to
covet nor desire other men's goods; But to learn and labour
truly to get mine own living, And to do my duty in that
state of life unto which it shall please God to call me.

Catechist. My good Child, know this; that thou art not
able to do these things of thyself, nor to walk in the Com-
mandments of God, and to serve him, without his special
grace; which thou must learn at all times to call for by
diligent prayer. Let me hear, therefore, if thou canst say
the Lord’s Prayer.

Answer. Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be
thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But
deliver us from evil. Amen.

Question. What desirest thou of God in this Prayer?

Answer. 1 desire my Lord God, our heavenly Father,
who is the giver of all goodness, to send his grace unto me,
and to all people; that we may worship him, serve him, and
obey him, as we ought to do. And I pray unto God, that he
will send us all things that are needful both for our souls
and bodies; and that he will be merciful unto us, and forgive
us our sins; and that it will please him to save and defend
us in all dangers both of soul and body; and that he will
keep us from all sin and wickedness, and from our spiritual
enemy, and from everlasting death. And this I trust he will
do of his mercy and goodness, through our Lord Jesus
Christ. And therefore I say, Amen, So be it.

Question. How many Sacraments hath Christ ordained in
his Church?

Answer. Two only, as generally necessary to salvation;
that is to say, Baptism, and the Supper of the Lord.

Question. What meanest thou by this word Sacrament?

Answer. 1 mean an outward and visible sign of an
inward and spiritual grace given unto us; ordained by
Christ himself, as a means whereby we receive the same,
and a pledge to assure us thereof.

Question. How many parts are there in a Sacrament?

Answer. Two; the outward visible sign, and the inward
spiritual grace.

Question. What is the outward visible sign or form in
Baptism?

Answer. Water; wherein the person is baptized, In the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

Question. What 1s the inward and spiritual grace?

Answer. A death unto sin, and a new birth unto right-
eousness: for being by nature born in sin, and the children
of wrath, we are hereby made the children of grace.

Question. What is required of persons to be baptized?

Answer. Repentance, whereby they forsake sin; and
Faith, whereby they stedfastly believe the promises of God
made to them in that Sacrament.

Question. Why then are Infants baptized, when by reason
of their tender age they cannot perform them?

Answer. Because they promise them both by their
Sureties; which promise, when they come to age, them-
selves are bound to perform.

Question. Why was the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
ordained?

Answer.  Forthe continual remembrance of the sacrifice
of the death of Christ, and of the benefits which we receive
thereby.

Question. What 1s the outward part or sign of the Lord’s
Supper?



Answer. Bread and Wine, which the Lord hath com-
manded to be received.

Question. What is the inward part, or thing signified?

Answer. The Body and Blood of Christ, which are
spiritually taken and received by the faithful in the Lord's
Supper.

Question. What are the benefits whereof we are partak-
ers thereby?

Answer. The strengthening and refreshing of our souls
by the Body and Blood of Christ, as our bodies are by the
Bread and Wine.

Question. What 1s required of those who come to the
Lord's Supper?

Answer. Toexamine themselves, whether they repent
them truly of their former sins, stedfastly purposing to lead
a new life; have a lively faith in God's mercy through
Christ, with a thankful remembrance of his death; and be in
charity with all men.

1 The Minister of every Parish shall diligently, upon Sundays and Holy Days, or
on some other convenient occasions, openly in the Church, instruct or examine
so many Children of his Parish, sent unto him, as he shall think convenient, in
some part of this Catechism.

9 And all Fathers, Mothers, Masters, and Mistresses, shall cause their Children,
Servants, and Apprentices, who have not learned their Catechism, to come to the
Church at the time appointed, and obediently to hear and to be ordered by the
Minister, until such time as they have learned all that is here appointed for them
to learn.

9 So soon as Children are come to a competent age, and can say the Creed, the
Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, and can answer to the other
questions of this short Catechism, they shall be brought to the Bishop.

1 And whensoever the Bishop shall give knowledge for Children to be brought unto
him for their Confirmation, the Minister of every Parish shall either bring, or
send in writing, with his hand subscribed thereunto, the Names of all such
Persons within his Parish, as he shall think it to be presented to the Bishop to
be confirmed.

Family Prayer
Forms of Prayer to be used in Families
With Additional Prayers



Forms of Prayer
to be used in Families

MORNING PRAYER.

' The Master or Mistress having called together as many of the Family as can
conveniently be present, let one of them, or any other who may be appointed, say
as followeth, all kneeling, and repeating with him the Lord’s Prayer.

UR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from
evil. For thine 1s the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

9 Here may follow the Collect for the day.

Acknowledgment of God’s Mercy and Preservation,
especially through the Night past.

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, in whom we live and

move and have our being; We, thy needy creatures,
render thee our humble praises, for thy preservation of us
from the beginning of our lives to this day, and especially
for having delivered us from the dangers of the past night.
For these thy mercies, we bless and magnify thy glorious
Name; humbly beseeching thee to accept this our morning
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; for his sake who lay
down 1n the grave, and rose again for us, thy Son our
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.



Dedication of Soul and Body to God’s Service,
with a Resolution to be growing daily in Goodness.

ND since it is of thy mercy, O gracious Father, that

another day is added to our lives; We here dedicate
both our souls and our bodies to thee and thy service, in a
sober, righteous, and godly life: in which resolution, do
thou, O merciful God, confirm and strengthen us; that, as
we grow in age, we may grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer for Grace to enable us to perform that Resolution.

UT, O God, who knowest the weakness and corruption

of our nature, and the manifold temptations which we
daily meet with; We humbly beseech thee to have
compassion on our infirmities, and to give us the constant
assistance of thy Holy Spirit; that we may be effectually
restrained from sin, and incited to our duty. Imprint upon
our hearts such a dread of thy judgments, and such a
grateful sense of thy goodness to us, as may make us both
afraid and ashamed to offend thee. And, above all, keep in
our minds a lively remembrance of that great day, in which
we must give a strict account of our thoughts, words, and
actions to him whom thou hast appointed the Judge of
quick and dead, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Grace to guide and keep us the following Day,
and for God’s Blessing on the business of the Same.

N particular, we implore thy grace and protection for the

ensuing day. Keep us temperate in all things, and diligent
in our several callings. Grant us patience under our
afflictions. Give us grace to be just and upright in all our
dealings; quiet and peaceable; full of compassion; and ready
to do good to all men, according to our abilities and
opportunities. Direct us in all our ways. Defend us from all

dangers and adversities; and be graciously pleased to take
us, and all who are dear to us, under thy fatherly care and
protection. These things, and whatever else thou shalt see
to be necessary and convenient to us, we humbly beg,
through the merits and mediation of thy Son Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

HE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all
evermore. Amen.

EVENING PRAYER.

9 The Family being together, a little before bedtime, let the Master or Mistress, or
any other who may be appointed, say as followeth, all kneeling, and repeating with
him the Lord's Prayer.

UR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

9 Here may follow the Collect for the day.

Confession of Sins, with a Prayer for Contrition
and Pardon.
OST merciful God, who art of purer eyes than to
.behold iniquity, and hast promised . Here let him
forgiveness to all those who confess and g reads make a
forsake their sins; We come before thee in short pause, that
an humble sense of our own unworthiness, €very one may
Kk ledoi fold t . secretly confess
acknowledging our manifold transgressions ,¢'ins ang
of thy righteous laws.* But, O gracious failings of that
Father, who desirest not the death of a day.

sinner, look upon us, we beseech thee, in



mercy, and forgive us all our transgressions. Make us
deeply sensible of the great evil of them; and work in us an
hearty contrition; that we may obtain forgiveness at thy
hands, who art ever ready to receive humble and penitent
sinners; for the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, our only
Saviour and Redeemer. Amen.

Prayer for Grace to reform and grow Better.

ND lest, through our own frailty, or the temptations

which encompass us, we be drawn again into sin,
vouchsafe us, we beseech thee, the direction and
assistance of thy Holy Spirit. Reform whatever is amiss in
the temper and disposition of our souls; that no unclean
thoughts, unlawful designs, or inordinate desires, may rest
there. Purge our hearts from envy, hatred, and malice; that
we may never suffer the sun to go down upon our wrath;
but may always go to our rest in peace, charity, and good-
will, with a conscience void of offence towards thee, and
towards men; that so we may be preserved pure and
blameless, unto the coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. Amen.

The Intercession.

ND accept, O Lord, our intercessions for all mankind.

Let the light of thy Gospel shine upon all nations; and
may as many as have received it, live as becomes it. Be
gracious unto thy Church; and grant that every member of
the same, in his vocation and ministry, may serve thee
faithfully. Bless all in authority over us; and so rule their
hearts and strengthen their hands, that they may punish
wickedness and vice, and maintain thy true religion and
virtue. Send down thy blessings, temporal and spiritual,
upon all our relations, friends, and neighbours. Reward all
who have done us good, and pardon all those who have
done or wish us evil, and give them repentance and better

minds. Be merciful to all who are in any trouble; and do
thou, the God of pity, administer to them according to their
several necessities; for his sake who went about doing
good, thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Thanksgiving.

O our prayers, O Lord, we join our unfeigned thanks

for all thy mercies; for our being, our reason, and all
other endowments and faculties of soul and body; for our
health, friends, food, and raiment, and all the other
comforts and conveniences of life. Above all, we adore thy
mercy in sending thy only Son into the world, to redeem us
from sin and eternal death, and in giving us the knowledge
and sense of our duty towards thee. We bless thee for thy
pa-tience with us, notwithstanding our many and great
provo-cations; for all the directions, assistances, and
comforts of thy Holy Spirit; for thy continual care and
watchful providence over us through the whole course of
our lives; and particularly for the mercies and benefits of
the past day; beseeching thee to continue these thy
blessings to us, and to give us grace to show our
thankfulness in a sincere obedience to his laws, through
whose merits and inter-cession we received them all, thy
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer for God’s Protection through the Night following.

N particular, we beseech thee to continue thy gracious

protection to us this night. Defend us from all dangers
and mischiefs, and from the fear of them; that we may
enjoy such refreshing sleep as may fit us for the duties of
the coming day. And grant us grace always to live in such
a state that we may never be afraid to die; so that, living
and dying, we may be thine, through the merits and
satisfaction of thy Son Christ Jesus, in whose Name we
offer up these our imperfect prayers. Amen.



HE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all
evermore. Amen.

9 On Sundays, and on other days when it may be convenient, it will be proper to
begin with a Chapter, or part of a Chapter, from the New Testament.

A SHORTER FORM.
MORNING.

9 After the reading of a brief portion of Holy Scripture, let the Head of the
Household, or some other member of the family, say as followeth, all kneeling, and
repeating with him the Lord's Prayer.

UR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

LORD, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting

God, who hast safely brought us to the beginning of
this day; Defend us in the same with thy mighty power; and
grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any
kind of danger; but that all our doings, being ordered by thy
governance, may be righteous in thy sight; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

9 Here may be added any special Prayers.

HE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all
evermore. Amen.

EVENING.

T After the reading of a brief portion of Holy Scripture, let the Head of the
Household, or some other member of the family, say as followeth, all kneeling and
repeating with him the Lord's Prayer.

UR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

IGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and

by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

9 Here may be added any special Prayers.

HE Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make his face

to shine upon us, and be gracious unto us. The Lord lift
up his countenance upon us, and give us peace, this night
and evermore. Amen.



ADDITIONAL PRAYERS.

For the Spirit of Prayer.
LMIGHTY God, who pourest out on all who desire it,
the spirit of grace and of supplication; Deliver us, when
we draw nigh to thee, from coldness of heart and
wanderings of mind, that with stedfast thoughts and
kindled affections, we may worship thee in spirit and in
truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

In the Morning.

GOD, the King eternal, who dividest the day from the

darkness, and turnest the shadow of death into the
morning; Drive far off from us all wrong desires, incline our
hearts to keep thy law, and guide our feet into the way of
peace; that having done thy will with cheerfulness while it
was day, we may, when the night cometh, rejoice to give
thee thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

LMIGHTY God, who alone gavest us the breath of life,

and alone canst keep alive in us the holy desires thou
dost impart; We beseech thee, for thy compassion's sake,
to sanctify all our thoughts and endeavours; that we may
neither begin an action without a pure intention nor
continue it without thy blessing. And grant that, having the
eyes of the mind opened to behold things invisible and
unseen, we may in heart be inspired by thy wisdom, and in
work be upheld by thy strength, and in the end be accepted
of thee as thy faithful servants; through Jesus Christ our
Saviour. Amen.

At Night.

LORD, support us all the day long, until the shadows
lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy world is
hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done.

Then in thy mercy grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest,
and peace at the last. Amen.

GOD, who art the life of mortal men, the light of the

faithful, the strength of those who labour, and the
repose of the dead; We thank thee for the timely blessings
of the day, and humbly supplicate thy merciful protection
all this night. Bring us, we beseech thee, in safety to the
morning hours; through him who died for us and rose
again, thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Sunday Morning.

GOD, who makest us glad with the weekly remem-

brance of the glorious resurrection of thy Son our
Lord; Vouchsafe us this day such blessing through our
worship of thee, that the days to come may be spent in thy
service; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Quiet Confidence.

GOD of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and

rest we shall be saved, in quietness and in confidence
shall be our strength; By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we
pray thee, to thy presence, where we may be still and know
that thou art God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Guidance.

GOD, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and

light riseth up in darkness for the godly; Grant us, in
all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what thou
wouldest have us to do, that the Spirit of Wisdom may save
us from all false choices, and that in thy light we may see
light, and in thy straight path may not stumble; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



For Trustfulness.

MOST loving Father, who willest us to give thanks for

all things, to dread nothing but the loss of thee, and to
cast all our care on thee, who carest for us; Preserve us
from faithless fears and worldly anxieties, and grant that no
clouds of this mortal life may hide from us the light of that
love which 1s immortal, and which thou hast manifested
unto us in thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

HEAVENLY Father, thou understandest all thy chil-

dren; through thy gift of faith we bring our perplexities
to the light of thy wisdom, and receive the blessed en-
couragement of thy sympathy, and a clearer knowledge of
thy will. Glory be to thee for all thy gracious gifts. Amen.

For Joy in God's Creation.

HEAVENLY Father, who hast filled the world with

beauty; Open, we beseech thee, our eyes to behold thy
gracious hand in all thy works; that rejoicing in thy whole
creation, we may learn to serve thee with gladness; for the
sake of him by whom all things were made, thy Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the Children.

LMIGHTY God, heavenly Father, who hast blessed us
with the joy and care of children; Give us light and
strength so to train them, that they may love whatsoever
things are true and pure and lovely and of good report,
following the example of their Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

For the Absent.

GOD, whose fatherly care reacheth to the uttermost
parts of the earth; We humbly beseech thee graciously
to behold and bless those whom we love, now absent from

us. Defend them from all dangers of soul and body; and
grant that both they and we, drawing nearer to thee, may
be bound together by thy love in the communion of thy
Holy Spirit, and in the fellowship of thy saints; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Those We Love.

LMIGHTY God, we entrust all who are dear to us to
thy never-failing care and love, for this life and the life
to come; knowing that thou art doing for them better things

than we can desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

For the Recovery of a Sick Person.

MERCIFUL God, giver of life and health; Bless, we

pray thee, thy servant, [V.], and those who administer
to him of thy healing gifts; that he may be restored to
health of body and of mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For One about to undergo an Operation.

LMIGHTY God our heavenly Father, we beseech thee

graciously to comfort thy servant in his suffering, and
to bless the means made use of for his cure. Fill his heart
with confidence, that though he be sometime afraid, he yet
may put his trust in thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

For a Birthday.

ATCH over thy child, O Lord, as kis days increase;
bless and guide him wherever he may be, keeping him
unspotted from the world. Strengthen sz when he stands;
comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up
if he fall; and in his heart may thy peace which passeth



understanding abide all the days of &is life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

For an Anniversary of One Departed.

LMIGHTY God, we remember this day before thee thy

faithful servant [V.], and we pray thee that, having
opened to him the gates of larger life, thou wilt receive him
more and more into thy joyful service; that ke may win,
with thee and thy servants everywhere, the eternal
victory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Those in Mental Darkness.

HEAVENLY Father, we beseech thee to have mercy

upon all thy children who are living in mental
darkness. Restore them to strength of mind and
cheerfulness of spirit, and give them health and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For a Blessing on the Families of the Land.

LMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who settest the

solitary in families; We commend to thy continual care
the homes in which thy people dwell. Put far from them,
we beseech thee, every root of bitterness, the desire of
vain-glory, and the pride of life. Fill them with faith, virtue,
knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness. Knit together
in constant affection those who, in holy wedlock, have been
made one flesh; turn the heart of the fathers to the
children, and the heart of the children to the fathers; and so
enkindle fervent charity among us all, that we be evermore
kindly affectioned with brotherly love; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

For all Poor, Homeless, and Neglected Folk.

GOD, Almighty and merciful, who healest those that

are broken in heart, and turnest the sadness of the
sorrowful to joy; Let thy fatherly goodness be upon all that
thou hast made. Remember in pity such as are this day
destitute, homeless, or forgotten of their fellow-men. Bless
the congregation of thy poor. Uplift those who are cast
down. Mightily befriend innocent sufferers, and sanctify to
them the endurance of their wrongs. Cheer with hope all
discouraged and unhappy people, and by thy heavenly grace
preserve from falling those whose penury tempteth them
to sin; though they be troubled on every side, suffer them
not to be distressed; though they be perplexed, save them
from despair. Grant this, O Lord, for the love of him, who
for our sakes became poor, thy Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ. Amen.

For Faithfulness in the Use of this World’s Goods.

LMIGHTY God, whose loving hand hath given us all

that we possess; Grant us grace that we may honour
thee with our substance, and remembering the account
which we must one day give, may be faithful stewards of
thy bounty; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A General Intercession.

GOD, at whose word man goeth forth to his work and

to his labour until the evening; Be merciful to all
whose duties are difficult or burdensome, and comfort
them concerning their toil. Shield from bodily accident and
harm the workmen at their work. Protect the efforts of
sober and honest industry, and suffer not the hire of the
labourers to be kept back by fraud. Incline the heart of
employers and of those whom they employ to mutual



forbearance, fairness, and good-will. Give the spirit of
governance and of a sound mind to all in places of authority.
Bless all those who labour in works of mercy or in schools
of good learning. Care for all aged persons, and all little
children, the sick and the afflicted, and those who travel by
land or by sea. Remember all who by reason of weakness
are overtasked, or because of poverty are forgotten. Let
the sorrowful sighing of the prisoners come before thee;
and according to the greatness of thy power, preserve thou
those that are appointed to die. Give ear unto our prayer,
O merciful and gracious Father, for the love of thy dear
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Grace before Meat.

LESS, O Father, thy gifts to our use and us to thy
service; for Christ’s sake. Amen.

IVE us grateful hearts, our Father, for all thy mercies,
and make us mindful of the needs of others; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Articles of Religion

As established by the Bishops, the Clergy, and the Laity of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the
United States of America,
in Convention, on the twelfth day of September,
in the Year of our Lovd,

1801.



ARTICLES OF RELIGION.

I. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity.

HERE is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body, parts, or

passions; of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; the Maker, and
Preserver of all things both visible and invisible. And in the unity of this
Godhead there be three Persons, of one substance, power, and eternity; the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

II. Of the Word or Son of God, which was made very Man.

THE Son, which is the Word of the Father, begotten from everlasting of the
Father, the very and eternal God, and of one substance with the Father, took
Man's nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin, of her substance: so that two
whole and perfect Natures, that is to say, the Godhead and Manhood, were
joined together in one Person, never to be divided, whereof is one Christ, very
God, and very Man; who truly suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, to
reconcile his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but
also for actual sins of men.

III. Of the going down of Christ into Hell.

As Christ died for us, and was buried; so also it is to be believed, that he went
down into Hell.

IV. Of the Resurrection of Christ.

CHRIST did truly rise again from death, and took again his body, with flesh,
bones, and all things appertaining to the perfection of Man’s nature; wherewith
he ascended into Heaven, and there sitteth, until he return to judge all Men at
the last day.

V. Of the Holy Ghost.

THE Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the Son, is of one substance,
majesty, and glory, with the Father and the Son, very and eternal God.

VI. Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation.

HOLY Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever
is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any
man, that it should be believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite
or necessary to salvation. In the name of the Holy Scripture we do understand
those canonical Books of the Old and New Testament, of whose authority was
never any doubt in the Church.



Of the Names and Number of the Canonical Books

Genesis, The First Book of Samuel, The Book of Esther,

Exodus, The Second Book of Samuel, The Book of Job,

Leviticus, The First Book of Kings, The Psalms,

Numbers, The Second Book of Kings, The Proverbs,
Deuteronomy,  The First Book of Chronicles, Ecclesiastes or Preacher,
Joshua, The Second Book of Chronicles, Cantica, or Songs of Solomon,
Judges, The First Book of Esdras, Four Prophets the greater,
Ruth, The Second Book of Esdras, Twelve Prophets the less.

And the other Books (as Hierome saith) the Church doth read for example
of life and instruction of manners; but yet doth it not apply them to establish
any doctrine; such are these following:

The Third Book of Esdras, Baruch the Prophet,

The Fourth Book of Esdras, The Song of the Three Children,
The Book of Tobias, The Story of Susanna,

The Book of Judith, Of Bel and the Dragon,

The rest of the Book of Esther, The Prayer of Manasses,

The Book of Wisdom, The First Book of Maccabees,
Jesus the Son of Sirach, The Second Book of Maccabees.

All the Books of the New Testament, as they are commonly received, we
do receive, and account them Canonical.

VII. Of the Old Testament.

THE Old Testament is not contrary to the New: for both in the Old and New
Testament everlasting life is offered to Mankind by Christ, who is the only
Mediator between God and Man, being both God and Man. Wherefore they are
not to be heard, which feign that the old Fathers did look only for transitory
promises. Although the Law given from God by Moses, as touching
Ceremonies and Rites, do not bind Christian men, nor the Civil precepts
thereof ought of necessity to be received in any commonwealth; yet notwith-
standing, no Christian man whatsoever is free from the obedience of the
Commandments which are called Moral.

VIII. Of the Creeds.

THE Nicene Creed, and that which is commonly called the Apostles’ Creed,
ought thoroughly to be received and believed: for they may be proved by most
certain warrants of Holy Scripture.

IX. Of Original or Birth Sin.

ORIGINAL sin standeth not in the following of Adam, (as the Pelagians do vainly
talk;) but it is the fault and corruption of the Nature of every man, that
naturally is engendered of the offspring of Adam; whereby man is very far gone
from original righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to evil, so that
the flesh lusteth always contrary to the Spirit; and therefore in every person
born into this world, it deserveth God’s wrath and damnation. And this
infection of nature doth remain, yea in them that are regenerated; whereby the
lust of the flesh, called in Greek, gpovnua oapkoo, (which some do expound
the wisdom, some sensuality, some the affection, some the desire, of the

flesh), is not subject to the Law of God. And although there is no condemnation
for them that believe and are baptized; yet the Apostle doth confess, that
concupiscence and lust hath of itself the nature of sin.

X. Of Free Will.

THE condition of Man after the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn and
prepare himself, by his own natural strength and good works, to faith, and
calling upon God. Wherefore we have no power to do good works pleasant and
acceptable to God, without the grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we
may have a good will, and working with us, when we have that good will.

XI. Of the Justification of Man.

WE are accounted righteous before God, only for the merit of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ by Faith, and not for our own works or deservings.
Wherefore, that we are justified by Faith only, is a most wholesome Doctrine,
and very full of comfort, as more largely is expressed in the Homily of
Justification.

XII. Of Good Works.

ALBEIT that Good Works, which are the fruits of Faith, and follow after
Justification, cannot put away our sins, and endure the severity of God's
judgment; yet are they pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ, and do spring
out necessarily of a true and lively Faith; insomuch that by them a lively Faith
may be as evidently known as a tree discerned by the fruit.

XIII. Of Works before Justification.

WORKS done before the grace of Christ, and the Inspiration of the Spirit, are
not pleasant to God, forasmuch as they spring not of faith in Jesus Christ;
neither do they make men meet to receive grace, or (as the School-authors
say) deserve grace of congruity: yea rather, for that they are not done as God
hath willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt not but they have the
nature of sin.

XIV. Of Works of Supererogation.

VOLUNTARY Works besides, over and above, God's Commandments, which they
call Works of Supererogation, cannot be taught without arrogancy and impiety:
for by them men do declare, that they do not only render unto God as much as
they are bound to, but that they do more for his sake, than of bounden duty is
required: whereas Christ saith plainly, When ye have done all that are
commanded to you, say, We are unprofitable servants.

XV. Of Christ alone without Sin.

CHRIST in the truth of our nature was made like unto us in all things, sin only
except, from which he was clearly void, both in his flesh, and in his spirit. He
came to be the Lamb without spot, who, by sacrifice of himself once made,
should take away the sins of the world; and sin (as Saint John saith) was not in
him. But all we the rest, although baptized, and born again in Christ, yet offend



in many things; and if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

XVI. Of Sin after Baptism.

NoT every deadly sin willingly committed after Baptism is sin against the Holy
Ghost, and unpardonable. Wherefore the grant of repentance is not be denied
to such as fall into sin after Baptism. After we have received the Holy Ghost,
we may depart from grace given, and fall into sin, and by the grace of God we
may arise again, and amend our lives. And therefore they are to be condemned,
which say, they can no more sin as long as they live here, or deny the place of
forgiveness to such as truly repent.

XVIIL. Of Predestination and Election

PREDESTINATIONto Life is the everlasting purpose of God, whereby (before the
foundations of the world were laid) he hath constantly decreed by his counsel
secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those whom he hath chosen
in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ to ever-lasting salvation,
as vessels made to honour. Wherefore, they which be endued with so excellent
a benefit of God, be called according to God's purpose by his Spirit working in
due season: they through Grace obey the calling: they be justified freely: they
be made sons of God by adoption: they be made like the image of his only-
begotten Son Jesus Christ: they walk religiously in good works, and at length,
by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity.

As the godly consideration of Predestination, and our Election in Christ,
is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly persons, and such
as feel in themselves the working of the Spirit of Christ, mortifying the works
of the flesh, and their earthly members, and drawing up their mind to high and
heavenly things, as well because it doth greatly establish and confirm their
faith of eternal Salvation to be enjoyed through Christ, as because it doth
fervently kindle their love towards God: So, for curious and carnal persons,
lacking the Spirit of Christ, to have continually before their eyes the sentence
of God’s Predestination, is a most dangerous downfall, whereby the Devil doth
thrust them either into desperation, or into wrethchlessness of most unclean
living, no less perilous than desperation.

Furthermore, we must receive God's promises in such wise, as they be
generally set forth to us in Holy Scripture: and, in our doings, that Will of God
is to be followed, which we have expressly declared unto us in the word of God.

XVIIL. Of obtaining eternal Salvation only by the Name of Christ.

THEY also are to be had accursed that presume to say, That every man shall be
saved by the Law or Sect which he professeth, so that he be diligent to frame
his life according to that Law, and the light of Nature. For Holy Scripture doth
set out unto us only the Name of Jesus Christ, whereby men must be saved.

XIX. Of the Church.

THE visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men, in which the
pure Word of God is preached, and the Sacraments be duly ministered

according to Christ’s ordinance, in all those things that of necessity are
requiste to the same.

As the Church of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and Antioch, have erred; so also
the Church of Rome hath erred, not only in their living and manner of
Ceremonies, but also in matters of Faith.

XX. Of the Authority of the Church.

THE Church hath power to decree Rites or Ceremonies, and authority in
Controversies of Faith: and yet it is not lawful for the Church to ordain
anything that is contrary to God’s Word written, neither may it so expound one
place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to another. Wherefore, although the
Church be a witness and a keeper of Holy Writ, yet, as it ought not to decree
any thing against the same, so besides the same ought not to enforce

any thing to be believed for necessity of Salvation.

XXI. Of the Authority of General Councils.

[The Twenty-first of the former Articles is omitted; because it is partly of a local and civil
nature, and is provided for, as to the remaining parts of it, in other Articles.]

XXII. Of Purgatory.

THE Romish Doctrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons, Worshipping and
Adoration, as well of Images as of Relics, and also Invocation of Saints, is a fond
thing, vainly invented, and grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but rather
repugnant to the Word of God.

XXIII. Of Ministering in the Congregation

It is not lawful for any man to take upon him the office of public preaching, or
ministering the Sacraments in the Congregation, before he be lawfully called,
and sent to execute the same. And those we ought to judge lawfully called and
sent, which be chosen and called to this work by men who have public
authority given unto them in the Congregation, to call and send Ministers into
the Lord’s vineyard.

XXIV. Of Speaking in the Congregation in such a Tongue as the
people understandeth.

IT is a thing plainly repugnant to the Word of God, and the custom of the
Primitive Church, to have public Prayer in the Church, or to minister the
Sacraments, in a tongue not understanded of the people.

XXV. Of the Sacraments.

SACRAMENTS ordained of Christ be not only badges or tokens of Christian
men’s profession, but rather they be certain sure witnesses, and effectual signs
of grace, and God’s good will towards us, by the which he doth work invisibly
in us, and doth not only quicken, but also strengthen and confirm our Faith in
him.

There are two Sacraments ordained of Christ our Lord in the Gospel, that
is to say, Baptism, and the Supper of the Lord.



Those five commonly called Sacraments, that is to say, Confirmation,
Penance, Orders, Matrimony, and Extreme Unction, are not to be counted for
Sacraments of the Gospel, being such as have grown partly of the corrupt
following of the Apostles, partly are states of life allowed in the Scriptures; but
yet have not like nature of Sacraments with Baptism, and the Lord’s Sup-per,
for that they have not any visible sign or ceremony ordained of God.

The Sacraments are not ordained of Christ to be gazed upon, or to be
carried about, but that we should duly use them. And in such only as worthily
receive the same, they have a wholesome effect or operation: but they that
receive them unworthily, purchase to themselves damnation, as Saint Paul
saith.

XXVI. Ofthe Unworthiness of the Ministers, which hinders not the
effect of the Sacraments.

ALTHOUGH in the visible Church the evil be ever mingled with the good, and
sometimes the evil have chief authority in the Ministration of the Word and
Sacraments, yet forasmuch as they do not the same in their own name, but in
Christ's, and do minister by his commission and authority, we may use their
Ministry, both in hearing the Word of God, and in receiving the Sacraments.
Neither is the effect of Christ's ordinance taken away by their wickedness, nor
the grace of God’s gifts diminished from such as by faith, and rightly, do
receive the Sacraments ministered unto them; which be effectual, because of
Christ’s institution and promise, although they be ministered by evil men.

Nevertheless, it appertaineth to the discipline of the Church, that inquiry
be made of evil Ministers, and that they be accused by those that have
knowledge of their offences; and finally, being found guilty, by just judgment
be deposed.

XVIIL. Of Baptism

BAPTISM is not only a sign of profession, and mark of difference, whereby
Christian men are discerned from others that be not christened, but it is also
a sign of Regeneration or New-Birth, whereby, as by an instrument, they that
receive Baptism rightly are grafted into the Church; the promises of the
forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption to be the sons of God by the Holy Ghost,
are visibly signed and sealed; Faith is confirmed, and Grace increased by virtue
of prayer unto God.

The Baptism of young Children is in any wise to be retained in the Church,
as most agreeable with the institution of Christ.

XVIII. Of the Lord’s Supper.

THE Supper of the Lord is not only a sign of the love that Christians ought to
have among themselves one to another; but rather it is a Sacrament of our
Redemption by Christ’s death: insomuch that to such as rightly, worthily, and
with faith, receive the same, the Bread which we break is a partaking of the
Body of Christ; and likewise the Cup of Blessing is a partaking of the Blood of
Christ.

Transubstantiation (or the change of the substance of Bread and Wine) in
the Supper of the Lord, cannot be proved by Holy Writ; but is repugnant to the
plain words of Scripture, overthroweth the nature of a Sacrament, and hath
given occasion to many superstitions.

The Body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten, in the Supper, only after an
heavenly and spiritual manner. And the mean whereby the Body of Christ is
received and eaten in the Supper, is Faith.

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was not by Christ’s ordinance
reserved, carried about, lifted up, or worshipped.

XXIX. Of the Wicked, which eat not the Body of Christ in the use
of the Lord's Supper.

THE Wicked, and such as be void of a lively faith, although they do carnally and
visibly press with their teeth (as Saint Augustine saith) the Sacrament of the
Body and Blood of Christ; yet in no wise are they partakers of Christ: but
rather, to their condemnation, do eat and drink the sign or Sacrament of so
great a thing.

XXX. Of both Kinds.

THE Cup of the Lord is not to be denied to the Lay-people: for both the parts
of the Lord’s Sacrament, by Christ’s ordinance and commandment, ought to be
ministered to all Christian men alike.

XXXI. Of the one Oblation of Christ finished upon the Cross.

THE Offering of Christ once made in that perfect redemption, propitiation, and
satisfaction, for all the sins of the whole world, both original and actual; and
there is none other satisfaction for sin, but that alone. Wherefore the sacrifices
of Masses, in the which it wascommonly said, that the Priest did offer Christ
for the quick and the dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, were
blasphemous fables, and dangerous deceits.

XXXII. Of the Marriage of Priests.

Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, are not commanded by God’s Law, either to
vow the estate of single life, or to abstain from marriage: therefore it is lawful
for them, as for all other Christian men, to marry at their own discretion, as
they shall judge the same to serve better to godliness.

XXXIIL. Of excommunicate Persons, how they are to be avoided.

THAT person which by open denunciation of the Church is rightly cut off from
the unity of the Church, and excommunicated, ought to be taken of the whole
multitude of the faithful, as an Heathen and Publican, until he be openly
reconciled by penance, and received into the Church by a Judge that hath the
authority thereunto.

XXXIV. Of the Traditions of the Church.

IT is not necessary that the Traditions and Ceremonies be in all places one, or
utterly like; for at all times they have been divers, and may be changed



according to the diversity of countries, times, and men’s manners, so that
nothing be ordained against God’'s Word. Whosoever, through his private
judgment, willingly and purposely, doth openly break the Traditions and
Ceremonies of the Church, which be not repugnant to the Word of God, and be
ordained and approved by common authority, ought to be rebuked openly, (that
others may fear to do the like,) as he that offendeth against the common order
of the Church, and hurteth the authority of the Magistrate, and woundeth the
consciences of the weak brethren.

Every particular or national Church hath authority to ordain, change, and
abolish, Ceremonies or Rites of the Church ordained only by man’s authority,
so that all things be done to edifying.

XXXV. Of the Homilies.

THE Second Book of Homilies, the several titles whereof we have joined under
this Article, doth contain a godly and wholesome Doctrine, and necessary for
these times, as doth the former Book of Homilies, which were set forth in the
time of Edward the Sixth; and therefore we judge them to be read in Churches
by the Ministers, diligently and distinctly, that they may be understanded of
the people.

Of the Names of the Homilies

1 Of the right Use of the Church. 11 Of Alms-doing.

2 Against Peril of Idolatry. 12 Of the Nativity of Christ.

3 Of repairing and keeping clean of Churches. 13 Of the Passion of Christ.

4 Of good Works: first of Fasting. 14 Of the Resurrection of Christ.

5 Against Gluttony and Drunkenness. 15 Of the worthy receiving of the Sacra-

6 Against Excess of Apparel. ment of the Body and Blood of Christ.
7 Of Prayer. 16 Of the Gifts of the Holy Ghost.

8 Of the Place and Time of Prayer. 17 For the Rogation-days.

9 That Common Prayers and Sacraments 18 Of the State of Matrimony.

ought to be ministered in a known tongue. 19 Of Repentance.
Of the reverend Estimation of God’s Word. 20 Against Idleness.
21 Against Rebellion.

—
(e}

[This Article is received in this Church, so far as it declares the Book of Homilies to be
an explication of Christian doctrine, and instructive in piety and morals. But all
references to the constitution and laws of England are considered as inapplicable to the
circum-stances of this Church; which also suspends the order for the reading of said
Homilies in churches, until a revision of them may be conveniently made, for the clearing
of them, as well from obsolete words and phrases, as from the local references.]

XXXVI. Of Consecration of Bishops and Ministers.

THE Book of Consecration of Bishops, and Ordering of Priests and Deacons,
as set forth by the General Convention of this Church in 1792, doth contain all
things necessary to such Consecration and Ordering; neither hath it any thing
that, of itself, is superstitious and ungodly. And, therefore, whosoever are
consecrated or ordered according to said Form, we decree all such to be
rightly, orderly, and lawfully consecrated and ordered.

XXXVIL. Of the Power of the Civil Magistrates.

THE Power of the Civil Magistrate extendeth to all men, as well Clergy as
Laity, in all things temporal; but hath no authority in things purely spiritual.
And we hold it to be the duty of all men who are professors of the Gospel, to
pay respectful obedience to the Civil Authority, regularly and legitimately
constituted.

XXXVIIL. Of Christian Men’s Goods, which are not common.

THE Riches and Goods of Christians are not common, as touching the right,
title, and possession of the same; as certain Anabaptists do falsely boast.
Notwithstanding, every man ought, of such things as he possesseth, liberally
to give alms to the poor, according to his ability.

XXXIX. Of a Christian Man’s Oath.

AS we confess that vain and rash Swearing is forbidden Christian men by our
Lord Jesus Christ, and James his Apostle, so we judge, that Christian Religion
doth not prohibit, but that a man may swear when the Magistrate requireth, in
a cause of faith and charity, so it be done according to the Prophet’s teaching
in justice, judgment, and truth.



